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The Disputes and Reflection on the Concept of Teacher Professional Autonomy

MU Bao-long

(College of Education, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: Disputes on the concept of “teacher professional autonomy” share similar perspectives and

traditions with the disputes on the concept of “autonomy” in the areas of philosophy and ethics, and con-

cern the professional features of education as well as teachers’ work. The disputes in the aspects of rights

and freedom, awareness, ability and professional features actually describe the various conceptual subsets

and basic concepts in the conceptual system of “teacher professional autonomy”, which is the fundamental

starting point and prerequisite for us to understand and classify relevant concepts.

Key words: teacher professional autonomy; external empowerment; internal construction; conceptual

disputes



