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The Curriculum by People and the Curriculum for People

ZHANG Ding-qgiang
(Research Center for the Education Development of Minorities, Northwest Normal University,
Lanzhou, Gansu 730070, PRC)

[ Abstract] Whether it is a curriculum by people or for people is an essential attribute of curriculum. The
curriculum by people emphasizes the goal of curriculum construction, implementation, and the directions
of development. It highlights the efforts made by people in curriculum design and implementation for the
purpose of the development human being. The efforts include: absorbing the essence of culture,
accumulating human experiences, assimilating multiple wisdoms, choosing culture, and providing
learning guidance. While, the curriculum for people emphasizes the life process in deconstructing the
curriculum goal, strategy, and means. It highlights the efforts made by people to improve their
understanding and cognition, which include the continual generation of problems, expansion of wisdom,
exploration into nature, and furtherance of development. Both the curricula by people and for people are
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at the service of human community, and are the reflection of human life.
[Key words] curriculum; by People; for People; construction; deconstruction
( RAKAR/ —3)

(E#% 54 T0)
The Cultural Nature of the National Education Policy

and the “Value-Related” Issues in the Researches

of the National Education Policy

WANG Ping
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875, PRC)

[ Abstract] National education is the education that is implemented among the ethnic minority population
living in the multi-ethnic country. The national education policy which aims to enhance the quality of
national education has such features as “national”, “developmental” and “cultural”. The “cultural nature”
is a focal reflection of these features. On the one hand, national education policy shows remarkable
cultural characteristics in its form of presence, aims and objects, which exert a profound impact on
culture; On the other hand, culture also has a “dominant” or “hidden” effect on the whole process of
national education policy. In view of these features, the research of the national education policy should
take culture, the needs and realities of the policy-related groups as it starting point, and should reflect
and respect the characteristics of the education for minorities. Hence, it should be “value- relevant”
instead of “value-free”.
[ Key words | national education; the research of the national education policy; cultural nature; value- relevance
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The Dilemma in Classrooms

WANG Jian

(Research Center for the Educational Development of Minorities, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[ Abstract ] The major dilemma in basic education classrooms is manifested in two aspects. Firstly,
students’ energy can not meet the challenging demands of difficult teaching contents and fast-speed delivery
of lessons, and the monotonous teaching method fails to stimulate students interests. The main reason for
these is the large amount of homework to be completed at night which leads to students’ staying up late
and serious lack of sleep. Secondly, the out-dated and monotonous teaching methods adopted in basic
education classrooms are unable to meet the requirements of the curriculum reform in basic education, and
fail to cater to the development of student subjectivity. This is mainly caused by the insufficient guidance
and lack of guarantee mechanism for teachers’ method innovation and exploration. Students’ lack of sleep
and teachers’ monotonous teaching method result in low-efficiency classrooms, and a vicious circle may
come into being. To construct high-efficiency classrooms, a twin track approach must be adopted. On the
one side, students’ heavy load of homework need to be reasonably reduced; on the other side, teaching
methods should be innovated.
[ Key words | sleep; teaching method; high-efficiency classroom
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