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Microteaching: Simulation

in the Professional Development of Teachers

LI Kong-wen
(The Ideological and Political Teaching Unit, West Anhui University, Lu’an, Anhui, 237012, PRC)

[ Abstract ] Microteaching applies to pre-service teacher training, vocational training and teaching
research. It contributes to the professional development of teachers. The paper gives an interpretation of
simulated teaching in microteaching classroom on the basis of task analysis theory, activity theory and the
theory of practice. The values of microteaching have become even more prominent since the
implementation of Curriculum Standards of Teacher Education . These include: It can simulate the real
classroom teaching situation so as to enable teachers to find and solve teaching problems; It is facilitative
for teacher to improve their teaching skills form their unique teaching styles; It makes it possible to
integrate pre- and post-service teacher education to transcend “the empty phenomenon” and “plateau
phenomenon”. As a means of integrating the theory of teaching and teaching design, microteaching
bridges the teaching theory and teaching practice.
[ Key words | microteaching; professional development of teachers; simulation
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A Multrperspective Interpretation of the Functions
of School Curricula in Ethnic Minority Areas

ZHANG Shan-xin
(Research Centre for the Educational Development of Minorities, Northwest Normal University,

Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[ Abstract] The curricula implemented in the ethnic minority schools are one of the manifestations of
specific characteristics for ethnic minority education. This study holds that such curricula not only possess
the common features of the curricula in general schools , but also play some special roles as follows.
Firstly, these curricula serve as the advance organizer in the development of ethnic minority students;
Secondly, as far as “ multicultural integration education” 1is concerned, they are the media of
communication among different ethnic minority students; Thirdly, in terms of ethnic cultural
transmission, they are the embodiment of the refined and integrated ethnic minority cultures.

[ Key words | curricula in ethnic minority schools; advance organizer; multicultural integration education;

ethnic minority cultures
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