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An Investigation of Rural School Teachers’ Professional Development
and their Training Needs in the Northwest Ethic Minority Areas

Based on Three School Districts in H County, Linxia Hui Autonomous Prefecture, Gansu Province

LI Ze-lin
(Research Center for the Educational Development of the Minorities, Northwest Normal University,
Lanzhou, Gansu 730070, PRC)

[ Abstract ] In this study, questionnaire, interview and classroom observation were adopted as the
research tools to collect data about the current situation of the remote rural school teachers’ professional
development and their needs for teacher training. The subjects were the teachers in 8 rural schools
scattered in three school district of H county, Linxia Hui Autonomous Prefecture, Gansu province. The
results are summarized as follows. The teaching staff in remote rural schools is of multiple nationalities
and with low college degrees. The schools gain low level of satisfaction from parents and students. The
teaching concepts advocated in the new curriculum have not been fully implemented. The professional
competence of the school staff and the quality and efficiency of teaching need to be improved. The overall
outcome of student learning is far from satisfying. As for teacher training, teachers lack the opportunities
to participate in high level training. Despite the variety of content and form of training, training effect is
not ideal. The following counter measures must be taken. The plan of “quality school” development
should be promoted. The quality and efficiency of the school-based classroom teaching research should be
enhanced. High efficiency classroom should be constructed through educational informationization. More
endeavor should be made in teacher training and guiding students to change their ways of learning.
[ Key words | ethnic minorities in northwest China; remote rural school; teacher Training; investigation
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