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The Fight of Medieval University Faculties

XIONG Huajun, SHI Zhi-gang
(School of Education, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu 730070, PRC)

[ Abstract | Medieval university faculties had to fight against the clerical power, imperial power,
municipal authorities, fakir teachers and students. Their ways of fight are as follows: seeking
protection, defense, demonstration, appeal, promulgating regulations, strike, dissolution of
universities, relocation of universities, fighting with weapons and so on. “Fighting for academic
freedom” is a reflection of Medieval university faculties’ profession. The medieval university faculties
fought rationally and legitimately through their own structural power and associational power. Their fight
was very fruitful, gaining them a variety of privileges of concentrating on teaching and scientific research.
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