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Creative Reason:

The Provision of Pre-modern University Teaching

XIONG Huajun
(School of Education, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[Abstract] The teaching purpose at the pre-modern university is to cultivate learners to be with creative
spirit. Thus, university is where one’s creative reason comes from. Externally, the university is
autonomous; internally, it is an academic community, The nature of teaching in an institution of higher
learning decides on the teacher’s role to be a scholar. As an individual, a scholar’s creative reason is
manifested in his separation from nature, society and spirit. As a group in a community, scholars show
their creative reason through independence and freedom. For the purpose of cultivating learners to be with
subjectivity, the teaching content of should be “pure science,” the teaching method should be “teaching
in combination with research.” As a representative, Berlin University achieved its glory through creative
reason.
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