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Value Judgment and Path Analysis of
Structural Changes in Urban and Rural Schools

GAO Xiao-giang
(School of Education s Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070)

Abstract: Since the implementation of the new round of basic education reform around the turn of
the century, the structural changes in compulsory education have taken on different characteristics in
developed cities and rural areas. To optimize the internal structure of primary and secondary schools,
the governments in developed cities have been vigorously promoting small class sizes. As a result, how-
ever, these urban schools may turn down migrant workers’ children. Meanwhile, the authorities in ru-
ral areas have increased class size to achieve economies of scale. Consequently, the inequality in educa-
tion for rural children remains essentially unchanged, whether these children stay in the country or mi-
grate to cities. Urban schools, while striving to reduce class size, should be more accommodating to mi-
grating children. At the same time, the structural adjustment in rural schools should be oriented toward
reducing class size. Only in this way can the goal of balanced development of basic education in urban
and rural areas be attained.

Key words: compulsory education; urban and rural schools; structural changes; small class size

To Cultivate the Thinking Ability and Seize the Strategic

High Ground in the International Competition for Talent
——Implications of DK Education’s“2011 China SAT Annual Analysis Report”

PAN Yong

(College of Teacher Education s Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua , Zhejiang, 321004)

Abstract; This paper reflects upon and diagnoses Chinese SAT test takers’ performance in critical
reading, mathematics, and writing, by analyzing the “2011 China SAT Annual Analysis Report” re-
leased by DK Education, an SAT tutoring center. A careful examination of the data in the report re-
veals that Chinese students have a long way to go to meet the academic education standards, reflecting a
serious crisis in Chinese students’ thinking ability and expressive power. The paper advocates Chinese
education innovation in three areas: education evaluation, talent evaluation, and purpose of the college
entrance examination. That is, education evaluation should turn from “the past tense” of the post-figu-
rative culture to “the future tense” of the pre-figurative culture; talent evaluation should turn from all-
round development to initiative taking; and the purpose of college entrance examination should turn
from a focus on knowledge to a focus on innovative thinking ability.

Key words: SAT; DK Education; competition for talent; cultivation of thinking ability



