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Pre—endowed Identity, Institutional Identity and Constructive Identity
——Analysis of the Identity of Normal University Students

Zhao Mingren

Abstract: The identity of normal university students is not only to initiate the meaning and motivation of pre—service
learning, but also act as a key index to evaluate the quality of teacher education. The identity of normal university students
can be conceptualized as pre—endowed identity, institutional identity and constructive identity. Based on the case study of
a normal university, the identity of normal university students is generally superficial. It is approved by most of the normal
university students that they are the students merely studying at the normal university other than the normal university
students themselves. At present, the prominent problem of teacher education in China lies in the contradiction between
the profession demand for teachers” development and incongruous treatment of social and economic status of teachers. It is
a necessity to significantly improve the conditions of teachers” work, life and learning, so as to attract more and more
excellent talents to devote themselves to education over a long period of time. Meanwhile, curriculum orientation of
teacher education should be transformed properly, paying attention to the change of teaching model and method,
emphasizing on inquiry—oriented learning, so that the normal university students could master how to research educational
issues in problem—oriented independent learning, refine educational experience and discover educational knowledge, so
as to strengthen the identity of the value of educational activity.

Key words: normal university students, pre—endowed identity, institutional identity, constructive identity

Author: Zhao Mingren, Ph.D., associate professor of Center for Northwestern National Minorities Education and
Development, Northwest Normal University, Deputy Director of School of Education, Northwest Normal University
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