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An Analysis of the Models for Adjusting

School Layout in Northwestern Rural Areas

——Based on a Field Study in S county, Gansu Province

BAI Liang
(School of Education, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC;
Research center for the educational development of minorities, Northwest Normal University,

Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[ Abstract] A field study on the adjustment of school layout in S county in northwestern rural area reveals
that there exist four different models for adjusting the school layout in this county: 1) non-boarding
schools with one meal provided at school; 2) non-boarding schools with school bus transporting students;
3) non-boarding schools with one meal at school and school bus transportation; 4) Boarding schools.
The choice and implement of these models should be made rationally in accordance with the real situation in
an area. Firstly, the main parties in interest such as government, teachers, students and parents need to
communicate and negotiate. Secondly, the main parties in interest should not be confined their
preferences to boarding school. Instead, multiple models are available, and the choice of models should
be made rationally on the basis of the local situation so as to creatively solve the problems rising from
school layout adjustment.

[Key words] northwestern rural areas; school layout adjustment; model
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